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5° Internazionali d’Italia  di Pitch and Putt

federazione Italiana Pitch&Putt

Richard II - King of Florence

The fifth Italian Pitch & Putt Open was held for the second year running in the superb "Centanni" complex on the outskirts of Florence on 3-4 June 2006. Players from a dozen clubs from all over Italy attended and
there were players from France and Great Britain. Three top Irish players, including the current holders of the San Marino and French titles, had signed up for the event but a death in one of the families meant they had to cancel.
The Centanni complex is ideal for this kind of event and the setting was the outstanding Tuscan countryside. The Open was played over 54 holes, with the best performers from Saturday's two rounds teeing off last on Sunday. The course was in excellent condition, as the green-keeper had spent the previous week preparing for the event. The elevated greens were true but quite hard and only the best players succeeded in pitching them regularly. 

36 holes on the Saturday was something of an ordeal – especially for the organizers, as the course has only 9 holes. The first flight teed off at 7.00 a.m. and the last group came in at 8.30 p.m., so a special mention to the secretaries, the starters and the referees who spent two very long days indeed. Only two players managed a level par round on Saturday : Jean-Claude Richard, who was defending the title he had earned in the intense heat of the 2005 edition, and a local youngster, Vianni Rastrelli. Both had scored over par on the first round, Vanni + 4 and Jean-Claude +1, despite an ace on the difficult eighth hole.

A quick shower and a change of clothes and it was time for the gala dinner, served inside this year as the evening air was quite chilly. Our host, Nicola Bianchi demonstrated the culinary skills he teaches on his residential cooking courses (www.residence-centanni.it) by serving one of the finest meals many of us had ever tasted, accompanied by fine wines from the region. The rest of the Bianchi family served the 80 guests smoothly and efficiently and were still smiling as the last diners departed at 1.30 a.m.! It was difficult to believe that some of them had served us breakfast at 6.30 a.m. that morning and had worked non-stop all day. When we congratulated Sylvia, the grand-mother, on the quality of the service provided by her family she replied that work well done is what life is all about.

On Sunday, partly inspired by this adage, Jean-Claude played the most controlled round of Pitch & Putt of his career. He claims he remembered Nick Faldo's strategy when he held a commanding lead coming into the last round of a major : "If I can par my way round the others are going to have to shoot impossibly low to catch me. Four under is virtually impossible on this course". With eight greens in regulation + two putts and an acrobatic "up & down" on the one he missed, (see photo), he started the back nine on level par for the day.

But 18 year old Vianni Rastrelli was adopting a different strategy by going for the pins and rolling in the putts. He was two under at the turn and halfway to his first title at just one shot off the lead.

These two were vying for the title but the other two players in the group, 13 year old Giordano, a  diminutive local youngster with a big future, and Fabrizzio Frassoldati, the highly popular and talented senior from Rome, were drawing the applause from the appreciative crowd with some fine shots.  On the eleventh, Giordano made an excellent birdie, whereas Vianni made an untimely bogey. He pulled this back immediately on the next with a long putt off the fringe, while J-C doggedly stuck to his game plan of middle of the green and two putts.

On the downhill 14th, Vianni was a metre short and on this course, anything long or short is immediately followed by a tricky chip up onto an elevated green. He played the shot well but it was downhill all the way and rolled gently off the back. He almost chipped back in for par, but this bogey now meant he was really going to have to pull out all the stops to ruffle the leader. This tactic is not to be recommended on Centanni, especially in a tense situation and with a crowd of 30 to 40 supporters to test your concentration.  Vianni paid the price on the next two holes by rolling off the back of the green. Some fine putting kept his hopes alive but Jean-Claude now had his eye on his fourth title in three years on Italian soil and reached the eighteenth green with a four shot lead.

Vianni finished in style with yet another birdie, (as did Giordano!), but Jean-Claude had managed to apply Faldo's strategy to the letter and calmly rolled in his 18th  consecutive par of the day! 

It was disappointing not to see more international players, but the message is surely going to get round that this event is worth attending. Nick Fromings, who is now on the board of BBPA, will certainly be doing his best to get a larger British contingent next year.

In the meanwhile, Carlo and Fabrizzio are going to make sure that the seniors' event in Rome in October is an outstanding success, so book now.







