Ian Farrelly wins "Challenge International" 2007
The seventh edition of the "Challenge International" held in La Grande Motte, France from 27 to 29 April 2007, attracted over eighty players from eight different countries.  Together with the Italian and San Marino Opens in June, these three events are organised under the joint auspices of EPPA and FIPPA and provide an opportunity for individual players to measure up before the "European Team Championships" in October in Sardinia.
Since 2003, the "Challenge International" in la Grande Motte has become the not-to-be-missed rendezvous of top players in Europe. Two past winners were back again, including the defending champion James Carroll, whose interview can be read in the August 2006 newsletter, elsewhere on this site. Preparation for his Law Finals next month has meant that James has not had much time to hone his game, but he showed his intentions early on the first day by scoring a course record equalling 47.
His lead held for most of the morning until a newcomer, Jan Tijhuis from Holland, getting his first taste of international Pitch and Putt, shot 10 pars end eight birdies to set a new course record of 46. A great start to what promises to be an outstanding international career. 
The first round ended with Jan on eight under, James on seven, Ian Farrelly breathing down his neck on six and an Irish newcomer to the event Jim Judge, on 5 under. The popular winner of the previous day's Am-Am event, Anto Gray was another shot back, tied with the highly consistent Catalan player, Jordi Serra Blanch.

 

Half way through the second round, Ian Farrelly surged to the top of the leader board, with another low round of 47, followed closely by James Carroll on eleven under and Anto Gray on eight under. Ian is no newcomer to this type of event and was the 2005 San Marino champion. Perhaps mentally exhausted from the morning's record-breaking round and physically unaccustomed to such heat in April, Jan Tijhuis was unable to keep up the pace in the afternoon sun. "My body felt like rubber", he said, "I just couldn't get it to respond normally and came up short on most of the holes". 

James Carroll summed up the state of the course by saying: "If your putt doesn't drop, you putted badly. These greens are absolutely true!"
During the gala dinner, a raffle was held and the 200€ proceeds have been sent to Mervyn Cooney as a modest and symbolic contribution to EPPA and FIPPA finances. Our thanks go to Knut Hatle and Soeren Rasmussen who offered two top class clubs, an innovative PROFOUND putter from Knut and a FEEL Golf wedge, fitted with a "full release" grip, from Soeren. Michel Ambert from France and Erminio Andreoli from Italy were the happy beneficiaries.
On Sunday, the weather was again perfect and the better players had time to recover from the previous evening's flamenco revelries as they only teed off at noon. Our organisation is often referred to as a big, happy family and the father and son trios from England and Norway, Steve, Jamie and John Deeble, and Knut, William and Edvard Hatle, are fine examples, with five of them in the top twenty. Monica Infusino, on her fifth appearance in La Grande Motte, finished second in the ladies' section, despite having to keep an eye on baby Gianluca. Liz Quinn from Ireland again took the ladies' title and it is fitting that when pronounced by a Frenchman her name sounds like "Queen Liz"!
The large crowd at the eighteenth roared when a perfect ball from Damien Mullaney, also a newcomer, both to the international game and to flamenco dancing, pitched a few inches from the flag, hovered a moment in the air as if in slow motion and then dived straight into the hole. A great 54th hole finish, duly appreciated by all present.

The crowd's roar changed to an "ooh!" when Danish president, Soeren Rasmussen, appeared with the final group's leader board showing Ian Farrelly three ahead of James Carroll on 20 under par. James narrowly missed his birdie on the 17th but made up for it by sinking a good one on the last hole. A great defence from the 2006 champion. Not enough however to daunt Ian who secured his second international title with two steady pars. Three rounds of 48, 47 and 47 are some achievement on this course and Ian is a worthy champion. Although he had managed to keep out of the hazards for all three rounds, he finally came to a watery end in the Novotel swimming pool! To avoid any accusations of sexism, Liz enjoyed the same fate and James, Jordi and Jamie were also thrown in for good measure.
The Director of La Grande Motte golf club expressed everyone's feelings admirably by saying why he prefers Pitch and Putt to golf, "Golfers are happy after a good round and miserable after a bad one; in Pitch and Putt the players are always happy, even after a bad round". The happiest man present was certainly Christian Auzière, who had succeeded in organising yet another memorable event. His finest touch came when he presented fluffy toys to two newcomers to our international Pitch and Putt family, Inuk from Catalonia and Gianluca from Italy. Which one will win the 2030 French Open?
