OVERBETUWE EUROPEAN TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 2005

Ireland continued to its domination of the international Pitch and Putt world. This was confirmed during the European Pitch and Putt 2005 Team Championship. On the sunny Overbetuwe course at the Rijkerswoerd lakes, the Irishmen retained their European title. Captain Derry McCarthy’s team beat the opponents from Catalonia and the Netherlands in the championship group. The team of “Orange” national coach Rinus Huberts performed exceedingly well and claimed the second place after beating Catalonia. The Dutch progress continues after a fifth, fourth and third place at the previous playings of the European Championship. Patrick Luning contributed to this success by winning the individual stroke play. On the picturesque rural Overbetuwe course he left all his rivals behind with an eleven under 97 for the 36 holes. Even the top Irishmen Liam O’Donovan (98) and Darren Collins (99) were unable to deny Luning from the unofficial individual European title on his home course. 

That Ireland is the cradle of Pitch and Putt was also amply demonstrated by the Irish ladies. They contested a triangular match with the Netherlands ladies and a Rest of Europe in an exhibition European ladies encounter. The Irish did not let the grass grow under their feet and won by a considerable margin. Second place was claimed by the Netherlands. The European team placed third. Another little success was gained by the Netherlands in the individual competition. The Irish legend Geraldine Ward topped the individual stroke play competition with a brilliant 100 for the two rounds. She was followed home by Claire O’Flynn, also from Ireland. Proud third was Herma Olthuis. The top player of the Dutch team finished third, carding 105 strokes over two rounds. 

The European Championship on the Overbetuwe course was a tremendous success. EPPA president John Hudson praised the organization led by tournament director Jans Schrik. His team, assisted by an army of volunteers, saw to it that the European top players could perform to the peak of their powers. The allocation of the European Championship 2005 to Overbetuwe owed much to the impressive manner in which the Dutch Open of 2004 had been organized. This tournament received ample appreciation. Schrik and his team did their utmost to make the European Championship a success since October of 2005. The European Championship enjoyed considerable support from business circles and the town of Overbetuwe. At the pro-am prior to the opening of the championship, sponsors and other prominent guests were presented with the opportunity get acquainted with Pitch and Putt. Among them were TV anchorman Jack van Gelder, former athlete Marko Koers and former boxer Arnold Vanderleyde. Van Gelder, owner of the fashion line “For Fellows” and clothing sponsor of the tournament commission and the Dutch players, was also there in his capacity as ambassador of “CliniClowns Nederland”. On behalf of the owners of the Dutch Pitch and Putt courses, he received a cheque for €3000 from Hans Gräler of Support BV. 

The EC received a great deal of public interest. Representatives of papers, radio and television were also there to record the performance of European’s top players. Among them a camera team from Catalonia that interviewed and filmed for the home front for three days. 

During the EC dinner, Haram Luning was appointed honorary member of the Dutch Pitch&Putt Association in recognition of his great contribution to the pitch&putt sport in the Netherlands.

