AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS

The second Australian International Open Championships were played in fine warm weather at the Wiradjuri Pitch and Putt course in Wagga Wagga, New South Wales on Saturday and Sunday, 15/16 November, 2008.  A field of 29 men and 16 women took part in this hotly contested event, which ended with a clear demonstration of the advantages that flow from playing on your own patch – the locals swept the field with wins in both the men’s and the women’s Championships.

The course was at its trickiest best, with beautifully prepared greens and fairways and bunkers that were too inviting for the unwary.  The greens proved to be more than most of the visitors could master – with some described unkindly as upside-down saucers, where the ball rolled away down the hill to the edge of the green after just lipping the cup, gathering speed as it went.  

Only 5 players managed par or better rounds on the first 36 holes of the competition.  Next day, the third round was a bit better, with 7 sub par rounds, but that cleaned them out and no one got to par on the last round of the competition. This all shows the course was no sinecure.

Playing excellent, consistent pitch and putt throughout, Leon Brown, the proprietor of the Wiradjuri Course showed everyone how it should be done with a 6 under par 210 to take out the Championship.  He finished 7 shots clear of Phil Shaw-Dennis, proprietor of the Waverley Pitch and Putt course in Melbourne, with James Rogerson, 2 strokes behind on 219, in 3rd spot.  This gives Leon his second win for the year and an automatic qualification for the FIPPA World Strokeplay Championships to be played next April in France.

Keeping it in the family and similarly qualifying for the World Strokeplay was Naideen Clarke, Leon’s mother in law.  With a well compiled 231, Naideen blitzed the ladies field to become the Australian Women’s Champion for 2008.  She managed to keep out Christine Harley (236) and Gloria Hourigan (237).  

Best story of the day was Leon Brown gloatingly reminding James Rogerson that his – Leon’s – mother  in law had beaten him – James – off  the stick on the 2nd round.  As James is planning to take part in the World Strokeplay Open, after his great showing at Papendal, perhaps he will get his revenge on Naideen in France.

A good competition with numbers down a little on expectations but conducted with the usual professionalism by management and bonhomie among the players.
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