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AUSTRALIAN TRIPLE CROWN 2009 TROPHY

APPA regrets that the previously announced trophy for the winner of the Australian Triple Crown Pitch and Putt Competition to be played in Adelaide in November, 2009, will not be available for presentation as planned.  A new perpetual trophy will instead be awarded to the player, if any, who wins all three of the separate events that will make up the 2009 Triple Crown competition.

The trophy that was proposed to be awarded in 2009 was the one originally offered for award to the winner of the inaugural Australian Triple Crown Competition in 2007. Because no player qualified for that award by winning all three of its component events, the trophy was not awarded. APPA planned that it should be offered on the same terms for the 2009 event. Unfortunately, however, this will not be possible.

Information she has now provided to APPA indicates the trophy in question was designed by Ms Alice Pettirosso, the wife of the then APPA President, Mr Eero Tarik. (Acting on behalf of APPA, Mr Tarik was the chief organiser of the 2007 Australian Triple Crown.) Ms Pettirosso was at the time the Secretary of APPA. She commissioned a Canberra artist, Ralf Zibar, to create the trophy.  Upon completion, it was photographed by her and was used to promote the 2007 competition. APPA now understands that she never released to APPA either the ownership of the trophy itself or the copyright of the associated photographs. No claim was made to APPA for any costs associated with the trophy, nor were any included in the final accounting for the costs of the competition made by the then President prior to his resignation from that position. As a result, in planning for the 2009 competition, APPA assumed the trophy, which it believed it owns, would be available for presentation, if needed, as it had been in 2007.

Ms Pettirosso has also informed APPA that she still owns the trophy and will not release it for the 2009 Triple Crown competition. APPA understands that her reasons for doing so have to do with her claim to continued ownership of the trophy and her disagreement with changes APPA has made to the structure of the competition for 2009.  APPA has been unable to reach agreement with her on these issues. To avoid further contention, APPA has decided to forego its claim to the trophy and will award a new one in 2009 if there is a winner of the competition.  Perpetual trophies will continue to

 be awarded to the winners of the three competitions that make up the Triple Crown.

APPA regrets this unfortunate sequence of events but is confident that all participants in the 2009 Triple Crown will nevertheless enjoy what we are sure will be a pleasant and challenging pitch and putt experience in Adelaide in November.

Tim Terrell

President, APPA

17 April, 2009.
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